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Easter Meaning 

For Christians worldwide, the importance of Easter 

is praising and acknowledging Jesus Christ's 

resurrection from the dead, and His glorious 

assurances of eternal life for all who believe in 

Him. While there are plenty of non-religious 

traditions such as the Easter bunny, baskets of 

candy, and Easter egg hunts, there are also 

meaningful traditions for Christians today. Some 

include 

 Sunrise services - many churches meet at a 

special sunrise service time to celebrate the 

risen savior 

 Resurrection rolls - these are a cute way to 

teach children about the empty tomb of 

Jesus. Resurrection rolls are baked with a 

large marshmallow inside that disappears 

while baking, symbolizing the empty tomb 

of Jesus! 

 Easter Lilies can be found decorating 

churches and homes as a reminder of the 

purity of Jesus' sacrifice and the new life we 

have through his resurrection. 
 

   

 
 

 

April Celebrations 
 
 

Resident Birthdays 
Bonnie S~ 4/6 
Jim P~ 4/12 

Nancy B~ 4/22 
 
 

Staff Birthdays 
Lissie S~ 4/5 

Kathie P~ 4/30 
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Leadership Team 
 

Administrator                     

Amy Snyder    

Director of Care               

Trudy Abraham RN 

Office Manager  

Kaylah Jackson 

Life Enrichment Director 

Stacey Scharphorn 

Food Service Director 

Penny Langlois 

Maintenance Director       

Jason Casemier 

     Resident Care Managers                         

Natalie Grabman                          

Sue Modderman                

Shane TenBrink                  

Tori Strait                 
 

 

April 2021 

Celebrating April 
 

Jazz Appreciation Month 

 

Poetry Month 

 

Kite Month 

 

April Fools’ Day 

April 1 

 

International Pillow  

Fight Day 

April 2 

 

Scrabble Day 

April 13 

 

Passover 

April 15–23 

 

Easter 

April 17 

 

Fiddlers’ Frolic 

April 21–24 

 

Earth Day 

April 22 

 

Dance Week 

April 22–30 

 

Arbor Day 

April 29 
 

 

 

 



 

Photo Corner 
 

 

 

Supersized Circus Act 
 

April 9 is Jumbo Day, commemorating the 
arrival of Jumbo the Elephant in the United 
States in 1882. Jumbo the Elephant had 
thrilled audiences for years in London’s Zoo. 
When circus promoters P.T. Barnum and 
James Bailey saw the elephant act, they  
knew that Jumbo would make their circus  
an even greater show on Earth. Jumbo’s 
arrival by boat in New York City on April 9 
drew massive crowds. The New York  
Times even put Jumbo on the front page.  
 

Barnum and Bailey’s gamble paid off.  
Buying and transporting Jumbo had cost 
$30,000 ($800,000 in today’s dollars). With 
Jumbo now headlining their circus, they  
more than recouped that cost in the first  
two weeks of ticket sales. Jumbo became  
a national phenomenon, and his popularity 
spawned a new word. The word jumbo  
came to mean something “extremely large  
in size.” Today, we commonly use it when  
we say jumbo jet, jumbotron, or anything  
else super-sized.  
 

 

  

April Reflection 
 

Psalm 46:1 God is our refuge and strength, a  
very present help in trouble. 
 

This morning the winds howled outside, snow 
and rain crashed against the windows, and I 
woke up thinking of a story told to me years 
ago. 
 
The story took place on a farm in early April. 
The farm animals were scattered through 
acres of fields when an end of season 
snowstorm came in fast. Skies darkened, 
snow fell. Four inches, 8 inches, and it kept 
coming. The kids and their parents had gone 
into the fields to bring in as many of the 
livestock to the barn as possible. By the time 
most were safely in, the snow was falling so 
hard that the barn and house couldn’t be 
seen. Mom and two daughters were in the 
barn getting the animals settled. Two sons 
were still somewhere in the field, and the dad 
had gone looking for them. The boys later 
told of how they found a fence and followed 
it until they felt the familiar gate, which is 
where Dad found them. Dad had tied a rope 
around himself and each of the boys so they 
wouldn’t get separated, and they slowly 
made their way in the direction of the barn. 
They were guided by occasional sounds from 
the barn that weren’t blown away by the 
wind. When safely together, the family each 
held onto a rope with Mom in the lead and 
Dad at the back making sure no one got lost. 
Offering encouraging words and their 
presence, the parents eventually got the 
family safely back to the house where they 
waited for the storm to end. 
 
 

 

 
 

 

April 2022 April 2022 

When going through hard times, or 
simply just going through life, none of 
us can do it alone. The good news is that 
we don’t have to. We have God…. who 
promises always to be present with us. 
Like the parents in the snowstorm, God 
stays with us in all situations. We are 
God’s beloved sons and daughters, part 
of God’s family. God promises to be our 
refuge, shelter, and encourager. We can 
thrive in life because God is WITH us 
and God is FOR us. 

 

As you go through each day this month, 
spend some time simply focusing on 
God’s presence. And remember that 
“the One who goes ahead of you, 
opening up the way, is the same One 
who stays close and never lets go of 
your hand.” 

 

~Chaplain Karen 

 

 

  


